- o 2ow B\ (Online
mnmh—m

H Entire issues

. ememien sonee | O The Hour
t; d available free
M . | for 7-day print

| subscribers.

¥ e T wwwithe

S i hour.com

flonday, February 6, 2006. Vol. 135 No. 36
e —

By JILL BODACH

YW Lo 1 ruvuani1-®

Jhe Hour

The Independent Voice of Our Community for 135

Y 1 L1 U IN "

VW L3 1 UN

Ste:
$
St |

ears www.theh:

the village of Quetzaltenango

poverty kept the children from

\ life of helping children proves irresistible for Norwalk ngh grad

Hour Staff Writer

NORWALK — Twelve years
30, Norwalk resident Julie
oyne went to Guatemala
scause she wanted to-learn-to

(Xela is its Mayan name),
which is in the Mayan high-
lands of Guatemala. Surround-
ed by mountains, the village is
located in the heart of the Sier-

going to school,

Once she was there, Coyne
could not bring herself to leave
knowing that so much help was
needed and probably wouldn't

reak Spanish.
But she learned much more
ith that and, with the excep-

on of afew months= each year,—

oyne, 39, never returned to
_1e_United States. She lives in

ra Madres, 125 miles west of
Guatemala City.
It is also a poor area where

_the cycle of illiteracy is preva-

lent in families. During her ini-
tial visit, Coyne saw how

be received otherwise.
“As my relationships with
the families we were working

with began to develop, I began

to realize that there were many
children who could not afford

tomnwm—m 2

BT R . a0t ) S G TS YT T WS A U RN U

“So many of these children are like my own that it’s
impossible for me to imagine my life without them,
and [ hope I never have to.”

Julie Coyne
Norwalk native working in education in Guatemala

Don’t Miss Norwalk Hospital’s ital's HEALTH TALK on Cablevision Local Programming Channel 84
Sun., Wed.,- Sat., at 6:30pm, Fri., and Sat., at 7:30. Sun., through Sat., at 8:30, 9:30, 10:30 and 11:30a.m.
and on Channel 83, Fit TV, Mon., Wed., & Thurs., 8:30 p.m.

the family coutd notafford the—

registration fees and materials,
or possibly needed the child to
work to support the family,"
Coyne, a Norwalk High School
graduate, said in an e-mail
from Guatemala. “Being a
product of the Norwalk school

See NORWALK, A11

‘ Conmbuled ph(
Julie Coyne, founder of Education and Hope, poses with some of her

students in Guatemala.
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Topic week of February 6 is The Fourth Trimester - Tips for New Moms

with guests, Lynn Higgins, RCN, and Beth lovinelli, RN
Lactation Consultants ot Norwalk Hospital
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Norwalk native

T

Guatem

, I couldn’t imagine
my life would have
like if I hadn't had the
nity to receive an
t education.”
ne began to sponsor a
ildren — in numbers
rew a little at a fime —
th holarships to attend
hool)| But she wanted to do
ore. |
X s said that if [ had it
way, my dream would be to
gin an education foundation
d that opportunity to
ildren,” Coyne said.
, after receiving a sig-
donation, Coyne

pe.

ne serves 154 kids in her

ional program, with 60

of the after-school pro- -
.They are served lunch

lay and are given the

ity to take a shower,

ing they are all eager to

use they are unable to

home.

But.paceislimited.
_“Currently, we are in a very

t situation because we

ong. 'since outgrown the

po ses we rent for the after-
choo program, but it has

,een - early impossible to find

e said.
d right now that we are
on top of one another,
W th no private office space to
'?F' k of and no recreational
area w tsoeverforthekids”

Vi cumrently for sale, in order
odate everyone.

Desmte all she has done and

wants to do to help the

n of Quetzaltenango,

pyne never anticipated that

,-. would be there for 12
I gways hoped that my
ent to these children

uld be for life, but I still
imagmed that 12 years
would still be here,”

l'l
But leaving would be diffi-
cult now that she has become
n only a teacher to many of

friend and mother figure as
well, she said.

Coyne described a relation-

1ip wpth a young girl named
Wendy, whom she met in 1998
when Wendy ran away from
home  because her family
would not allow her to attend
school. Coyne helped Wendy
eceive an education and has
since been referred to as “mi

g 1 hb e for rent that has

os away from where her
has become a mother
ens of children, Julie’s

“Shq has just done so won-
: y 1t’s hard to even

e what I feel when I

!.!l about Julie,” Kathy Coyne

“She is giving people
g they wouldn't oth-

dren, but a mentor,
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ho_pe Inever have to,” Coyne

It's traumatic enough

yne’s commitment to the
an  and families of

ala was renewed when

\ Leks before Hurricane

slammed New

02 . Other natural disas-

ide to an outlying village;
s two hours to deliver i

id personally. .
am still haunted by the

the mothers,” Coyne
‘The women were gen-
grateful for this unex-
gift of food, visibly
by the generosity of a

Yet I have never been
bled standing before

cationandhope.org or

i suatemalahope@opton-
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