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Recently | asked our kids to put into words what Education and Hope means to them. | gave them some simplc questions
and asked the teachers to make sure the students rcsPonclcd on their own. The results were Pl'rcnomcnall What an
incredible gFt to be able to stcP back and see your children throug,h a different lens. .. and realize that all you have been
tcachmg them over the years 1s shining through.

What impacted me the most was the response to the question: What do Yyou "‘OPG to do with the education you have
received? Out of the 80 students who res ndcd 75 of them chose service Profcssions and/or made a direct reference
to their desire to SIVC back to others with thcsr talents. The ovcrwhclmms ma,ont_L) of our students are not only lmagmng
their lives as teachers, doctors, nurses and ° PFOFCSSIOf'lalb but thcy also dream of sharmg what thet 4 have been given to

help lift their families and neighbors out of rerty as well. The childrens’ responses validate the work of E:ducabon and
P poverty po
Hope bcyond my wildest dreams. One teacher reminded me, “When Hou sow love, you harvest love.”

Mang themes circulated throughout the answers: unconditional love and suPPort; second homc; aFFcctx’on; undcrstanding;
rcspcct; abettereducationanda l)cttcrway oflife. lwas moved bg thcirdcscription of educationas“a sPocial oPPortunity "
“a Privilcgc”, *a giFt’; but most cspccia“9 l:’y their clccp awareness of all those who do not yet have these glfts Being, able
to attend school (and “not have to work inthe ﬁclds”, asJ gcar-old Ottoniel relates) ,1snot somcthing that is taken lightly.
Many were even Pcrccptivc cnough to express their amazement that ¢ nothing is asked of us in return”. And yet here thet Y
were, in ovcrwl’:clmlng numl::crs cnthusxasbca"q lmaglmng the ways thcg mlsht somcdag be able to share what thet Y have
been vcn with others. 1 read rcpcatccuc how grathul tlﬂcy were not onle y to feel 'ovcc] but to feel that love from Pcop!c
thcg dld not know. You were showered with great blc.ssmss for malung it Poss:Hc for them to raise their families out of
Povcrtg. Many offered spccial thanks to you for bclicving that thcy had the Potcntia! to “be somcbodg in this wor[d",
somcthing thcy have slowly grown to believe themselves.

Dunngthrs time of adversitt y in our own country, we have the oPPortuth) to stcp back and reflect on what is most lmPortant
in our lives. While the media continues to hCIghtcn our focus on the economic downturn, 1 would counter that now is the
pchcct time to focus our attention on all that we still have, as well as the hidden l)lcssmgs to be discovered. Our cxPcncncc
with financial loss or insecurity bnngs our own awareness that much closer to those who suffer in great need every day.
When we shift the focus outside of ourselves and rcspond to the needs of othcrs, we are Prow'dcd with an opportunity
to view our own concerns in a largcr context. Seeing the ripplc effect of this crisis across the g‘obc providcs yet another
example as to how all of our lives are connected. When we Fu"g rocognizc our connectedness we realize that IiFting up
another in need lifts us up as well,

lam vert Y g,ratcful to be able to share these snmplc images of JOH dunngwlwat many consider a complxcatcd time. Hcannsthc
words of our students allows us to further witness how dccPl Yy rooted the love is that we are Plantmg in their lives. | hopc
that you feel the transformational power your gFts continue to have on the lives of all touched bg our program. These are
the g’Fts that will sustain us all: l:nowing that our actions have eased the suFFcn’ng of another. Even my students are dccp]y
aware that all of you make choices and sacrifices in order to make this work PossiHe. | hopc the happincss and love you
see in these faces inspirc your continued contributions towards all that we are creating, togcthcr.

In gatimdc.

Julie Coync




