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This holiday season, on behalf of the families of Education and Hopc, | want to extend
our heartfelt thanks for rcmcmbcring our needs throughout the Past year-. The difficult
state of the economy is an incscapablc issue these fa S, and 1| have never been more
aware of howincredib Yy fortunate we are at Education ang HoPc to be suPPortcd bq such
an extensive communitg of generous donors. | am immcnsclg moved bg your continued
outreach duringtimcs of incrcasingfinancial hardship, sharingwhat you can when youcan
to ease the burden of another. Many who are unabE: to suPPort our program Financia”g
e of their time, sPreacl the word about our work to others, or simPlL Ee'ep us in their
t%‘noughts and rayers. No gi{:’c Is ever too sma", and we are thankful for the many ways you
contribute to clP our program thrive and bring hoPc into the lives of so many children.

Ona Pcrsonal note, | share with youmyown immense gratitude to have found a partner with
whom to share my |ti, my ]ove, and my vision for Education and HoPc. The [i{:estyle that
I have chosen is quitc unique so | fee exceptiona”g blessed to have found someone who
understands my Passion or Education and Hope and will Providc tremendous suPPort
to me as | continue my work in Guatemala. Gordon Lagerbom and | were first married on
October 12 at St. Jerome in Norwa”<, (T, surrounclc§ bg an ovcrﬂowing community of
friends and Familg. We were blessed to make the circle complctc on November 274 when
we were married again in Quc’czaltenango, Guatemala, surrounded li_c) the children and

families of Education and Hopc. Each celebration was a true feast o joy and love.

| chose to share this news with [x:;ou because | feel that our union rcPrcscnts anew chaPtcr
for me inwhich my life will sure Yy be enriched in ways that will strengthcn my sPirit and my
commitment to the children of Guatemala.

Now more than ever we must encourage one another to be mindful of the great abundance
In our livcs, blcssings such as food or shelter, Family, friends and health. Gratitude for
all that enriches our lives inspircs us to share what we have with othcrs, trans\Corming the
isolating fear of scarcitg into a greater sense of community. | believe that trging times like
these givc us the chance to define how dccp our HoPc is for humanitg as we reach bcyonc]
our own cha”cngcs and WOrries, even our own suﬂ:cring to tend to those who live in dire
need of our thP. It is with a gratcful heart that | offer my t]’u_anks to you for kccpmg the

needs of our children so Prcsent n your lives.

Mag this Season of Joy fill you with light and love
to last throug out the New Year.

Julie Cognc and all the families of Education and Hopc
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